(A et e

-r'?iQ-?
lOfficials

By Katherine M. Bruce
Staff Writer

' State health officials are test-
ing samples from a.former ra-
diation collection site in Mount

from workers at a lumberyard
that now occupies the property.

village property on Kisco. Ave-

‘the subject of a U.S. Env1ron-

mental Protection Agency report
last year. The report said harm-
ful levels of radiation might re-

breathed as dust or leach into
the ground and surface water.

A state Health Departmeht
official said yesterday that con-

the Richards Home and Lumber
Co. prompted an inspection last
week to determine whether the
- site was hazardous to them.

~ “We're in the process of gath-
ermg information,” said Dr. Ka-
rim Rimawi, director of the

- Environmental Radiation Pro-
tection. . “We’re not characteriz-
ing the site; that’s up to the EPA
to do. But in order to talk to the
workers and their families, we
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Kisco in response to concerns.

«The site, a l-acre piece of

nue used as a storage area, was.

main -in the soil that could be

cerns expressed by employees of

Health Department’s Bureau of

hazards they may be facing.”

-Rimawi said air samples were'
taken to see whether there were : -
hazardous levels of radiation in..
the dust. According to a 1988
inspection by the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Conser-:
vation, the soil is contaminated
by radlatlon at a higher-than-av-;

erage level but is not harmful.

Health investigators from the.
state and county were at the site .

Thursday. Besides the air sam-:
ples, they took gamma ray mea-.
surements and left radon detec-
tors there.

Rimawi expected the analysns :

of the samples. and measure-
ments would be completed in the
next ‘few weeks, after which the

results would be presented to thel

lumberyard’s workers.

“Based on the initial measure-
ments taken, e don’t expect any
imminent danger ” Rimawi said.

Paul Carozza, one of the own-

ers. of Rlchards sald he.was not
too worried about health dan-
gers.

“I’ve been here for 12 years,”

he said. “There are more things
in the world that@wﬂl kill you
than this.”
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S{ecHfor Tadiation”
at Mt. KISCO Iumberyard

want to know what sort of .

U&MMU

¢

TNHFD | AN I‘(A/D(/ S
CAN RPO%&W@AI

5o - [ U

:TjkAgchA;¢0r\*o MPT

247897

MR A0 A



